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OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE 

ACTION DEPARTMENT 1398; INFORMATION BANGKOK U69, ClNCPAC 772, 
NEW DELHI 283, OTTAWA 90, LONDON, PARIS, PHNOM PENH, SAIGON 
UNNUMBERED 

ClNCPAC FOR POLAD 


RMR EMBTELS 1384 AND 1 387. 

CANDAD I AN COMMISSIONER BRIDLE HAS GIVEN US FOLLOWING GENERAL 
ACCOUNT THREE COMMISSIONERS* TRIP TO PDJ APRIL 6: 

l * IN HOUR-AND-HALF CONVERSATION WITH KONG LE, FOLLOWING 
TOPICS COVERED; 

A, NEUTRALIST MILITARY CHIEF FILLED CONN I SS I ONERS IN ON FIGHT- 
ING OF LAST SIX DAYS, LEAVING DEFINITE IMPRESSION PATHET LAO 
AND DISSIDENT NEUTRALISTS (KONG LE MENTIONED THIEP AND DEUANE) 

HAD BEEN AGGRESSORS. NEUTRALISTS HAD REACTED ONLY IN SELF- 
DEFENSE. SHELLING WAS STILL GOING ON IN XI ENG KHOUANG TOWN 
BUT KHANG KHAY QUIET, ALTHOUGH THERE HAD BEEN TROUBLE THERE 
EARLIER. KONG LE SAID HE THOUGHT PATHET LAO OBJECTIVE WAS 
TO DRIVE HIM OUT OF KHANG KHAY; HE STILL HAD UNITS AROUND. 

THAT TOWN BUT IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHETHER ANY NEUTRALISTS 
REMAINED IN TOWN ITSELF. CASUALTIES OF WEEMS FIGHTING 
ON NEUTRALIST SIDE WERE 20 KILLED, 9 WOUNDED, AND 10 MISSING. 

KONG LE WOULD NOT SPECULATE ON PATHET LAO LOSSES. 

B. IN RESPONSE 
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B. IN R£SPQN$£ fc*JOL£*$ INQUIRY, KONG LE SAID THERE WERE 
2QP JO 250 Vi£T mm IN BAN BAN TOWN AND FROM SIX TO 20 DE- 
TACHMENTS of v/mtm size nearer, be did not mention 
ANY yjfT mj.nh military in connection XJENG khouang town or 

KHANG KHAY. HE 010, HOWEVER, GO ON AT SOME LENGTH ABOUT 
NUMEROUS VIETNAMESE TECHNICIANS IN AREA, MAKING CLEAR HE DOES 
NOT LIKE THEM, AND TALKED PARTICULARLY AGAINST VIET- 
NAMESE IN PDJ CONTROL TOWER WHO, HE SAID, MIGHT STATE SUPPLY 
PLANES COULD NOT LAND OWING BAD WEATHER ON A BRIGHT SUNNY 
DAY. (I TOLD BRIDLE KHAMCHAN PRADITH HAD INFORMED ME 
THAT THAT VERY THING HAD HAPPENED AT PDJ AIRFIELD LAST WEEK.) 
TO AYTAR S I NGH * S QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THERE WERE VIET 
MINH ELSEWHERE IN LAOS, KONG LE SAID THERE WERE AND MENTIONED 
SPECIFICALLY TWO BATTALIONS (SIC) AT MAHAXAY. ASKED FOR 
MORE PRECISION, KONG LE BACKED OFF AND SAID HE WOULD CHECK 
INTELLIGENCE WITH HIS PEOPLE. 


KONG LE SAID HE HAD ASKED SOUVANNA TO GET ICC LOOK INTO 
QUESTION OF VIET MINH PRESENCE BAN BAN. BRIDLE NOTED IN THIS 
CONNECTION THAT HE HAD ALREADY PROPOSED INVESTIGATION ON 
ICC INITIATIVE. POLISH COMMISSIONER THEN MADE SPEECH ABOUT 
NECESSITY RLG CONCURRENCE IN ICC ACTIONS AND STATED THAT IF 
GOVERNMENT DESIRED SOME ICC MOVE COMMISSION COULD OF COURSE 
IN THAT EVENT RESPOND AFFIRMATIVELY. KONG LE COMMENTED THAT IF 
GOVERNMENT ITSELF MANAGED GET RID OF VIET MINH THERE WOULD 
BE NOTHING FOR ICC TO DO ON THAT SCORE BUT HE WOULD NEVER- 
THELESS LIKE ICC TO BE IN PDJ TO KEEP AN EYE ON SITUATION. 


C. AFTER KONG LE HAD GIVEN GOOD ANSWERS ON ISSUES OF ICC 
INVESTIGATION VIET MINH PRESENCE BAN BAN AREA AND OF GENERAL 
CONTINUING ICC PRESENCE PDJ, AVTAR SINGH, ACCORDING BRIDLE, 
GAVE KONG LE PERFECT OPENING TO ASK FOR ICC ASSISTANCE IN 
CONNECTION NEUTRAL I ST-PATHET LAO CEASE-FIRE BUT KONG LE DID 
NOT RESPOND. (I COMMENTED TO BRIDLE THAT THIS WAS UN- 
DOUBTEDLY BECAUSE KONG LE NOT REALLY READ IN ON PROVISIONS 
GENEVA PROTOCOL AND WHOLE BUSINESS PROBABLY WENT RIGHT OVER 
HIS HEAD. I ADDED MY VIEW, HOWEVER, THAT IN PRESENCE OF 
SIGNED CEASEFIRE — KONG LE REPORTED THIS TO ICC YESTERDAY 
— THERE COULD NOT BE BETTER OPPORTUNITY FOR ICC TO ACT 
IN ITS CEASEFIF CAPACITY.) 
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D. KONG LE SAID THERE WERE TWO AMERICANS AND FOUR THAI WITH 
PHOUMI FORCES AT POINT ABOUT 10 KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF KHANG 
KHAY, WHICH BRIDLE THOUGHT WAS PHOU NHUOU. BRIDLE FELT 
KONG LE MADE THIS STATEMENT IN ORDER DEMONSTRATE HIS COMPLETE 
NEUTRALITY, AFTER HAVING DISCUSSED VIET MINH PRESENCE AT LENGTH, 
BEFORE POLE. (I TOLD BRIDLE THAT IF ANY AMERICANS PRESENT 
THERE, THEY WOULD PROBABLY BE I VS PEOPLE CONNECTED WITH USAID 
PROGRAM WHO CIRCULATE THROUGH AREA.) 
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